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REDESIGMNING A KITCHEN TO
accommosdate a favorite piecs of furnitire
may be construed as putting the cart
hefore the horse, But that’s exactly what
homeowness Sarah and Jeff Millar, of
Shrewsbury, Mazachusers, did when they
spied a vintage marble-topped table aran auction. T liked
its proportions,” says Sarah, admitting the puschase sar in
a eorner of the living reom for two years before it found 2
permanent home, “We ended up having to build a whele
new room around it," she says.

With five children under age 14, farmily activities figured
prominently on the Millas' prienty list, Their expansive
Mediterrancan-style home, built in the early 1920z, was
perfect for raising a family, but the Kitchen lcked modern
amenities and space for casual dining, "Eating together as
a famnily was very impormant o my clicnts,” says certified
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ABOVE: Blending light and dark
gabinelry finishes plays off the
_color scheme suggested by the

~ winife celling and the plank, oo
LEFT: With the rmbcrowiive ai
m-n-and of the istand, h:hdod'l

kitchen designer Fran Garatoli, wio helped
masterming the new design. "They needed
a funerional, efficient space compatible with
the pericd of the home and could accom-
modate the demands of 2 family as well.”

Woasking with architect Daniel Benoit, the
n:_'-:ll,r_[;lllg,I :J.pi:-ru_'l-'.'{:d p]:l.ns fora 'l-Fl'l'-SfllL?u‘l.'-ibDl‘ addition that
doubled the size of the kitchen and linked it to the
adjacent family room, *T didn’t wanr amything that
sereamed ‘new construction,” says Sarah, who insisted on
retaining as much of the orginal Aaver as possible.
*Thiz wasnt meant o be an claborate romm; it was
strictly ufilitarian—a service kitrchen.” To impart a fecling
of age, columns separate the working part of the kitchen
from the dining area and are repeated apgain at the
juncture leading to the family room, providing both
vertacal interest and visual hefr.
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Inspired by the warm woods and simple lines of the
ariginal butlers pantry, Sarah sclected traditional
recessed-panel maple cabinetry finished in an antique
white enamel and dark mahogany stain. A mix of open
and closed cupboards, 2 custom-built pantry closet, and
an old-fashioned plte rack—positioned within easy
reach of the extra-deep soapstone sink—provide stor-
age while maintaining period authenticin and charm.

The Us=shaped floor plan is anchored by a three-tiered
island with a dishwasher, prep sink and storage. Ttserves
as the kitchen's central work zone. To deter wespassing
into the cook's space, the children’s snacks and beverages
are kept in a fridge concealed in the built-in panery on
the opposite wall. “That way the kids can help them-
selves without getting in the way,” Sarah explains.

Family meals take place at the expansive marble-
topped pedestal table that sparked the whole remodel-
ing project. Directly above the table, a 6x6-foot skylight,
resembling a traditional cupola, provides plenty of
nmatural light, Sunshine fills every comer of the reom,
making it cheery even on cloudy New England days,
*] think the kitchen's warmth is enhanced by the bustle
of our large family,” says Sarah. I could never have

imagined how much more alive our bome could be" w

Although selecting appliances and cabinets for o
kitchen demands a big chunk of both money and
fime, thinking about where your quil:,.r will eat
legether is just as important. I meals are token ot
on islend or peninsulg, it will need some hype of
pullup seofing; if the plen calls for gathering ato
fable, consider its size, shope and style,

While square or rectongulor shapes are com-
maon, these homeawners, Jeff and Sarah Millar,
wera drown to the infimacy their reund table
provides. “YWhen you put six or eight people at o
rectangular fable, it tends to limit group conver-
solion,” says Sarah. For comfortable seating,
cllow a width of 24 to 30 inches par person.
Parenis of small children should alse consider the
safety bonefit: Round tables have no sharp cor
ners. To accommodote thair brood, JeH ond Sarah
opted for a &foctlong marble top anchored to a
sturdy base. It olso doubles as o convenient spot
for doing homewark or playing beard gomes.

LEFT: Placing the kitchen sink between
twe windows, rather than the more
conventional eentedng of the basin in

Tront of a window, provides some welcome
hesteoriry in designing the wall-cabinet
configuration, This arrengement also
ol thee plabe rack to be propery wsed—
not just for storage, but a5 a dish draines
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ABOYE: With thres principle work aisles—
including an ample push-back area for the
geatkng at the breakfast bar—the kitchen can
easily accommodate multiple cooks.
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